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3500 BCE
CITY-STATES:
Cities with their own 
government and gods.
PRIEST-KINGS:
Ruled over city states. 
Received advice from assembly 
of free men. 



WAR AND CHANGE
City states battled with one another. 

When cities went to war, the assembly would elect a 
military leader. Over time, the military leaders would stay 
in power even after war had ended. 
These were the first kings. (3000 BCE). Kingship became 
hereditary.
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HAMMURABI’S 
CODE



GILGAMESH
Written in 1700 BCE 



BIG PAPER ACTIVITY
Questions to consider:
1. What is your overall impression of 

Hammurabi’s laws?
2. What people were specifically 

targeted in the laws you read?
3. Are these laws to harsh? Easy to 

enforce? 
4. Did people live in fear or happily? 

How would you feel if these were 
some of our laws?


